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DIANA COOPER

Diana Cooper draws anything from Post-It notes to monumental immersive installations.  
But whatever she creates, fundamentally the core of the work is the drawn line. Interested 
in how the man-made and natural worlds intersect, her intricate, imaginary worlds can 
suggest sprawling systems or journeys or architectonic scaffolding. Whether simple magic 
marker doodles or more elaborate installations derived from digital drawings and systems, 
her materials, which are the building blocks of her work, are unorthodox: astroturf, pipe 
cleaners, Velcro, pompoms or corrugated plastic.

New York Times art critic Ken Johnson has said of Cooper’s work, ‘Cooper’s additive pro-
cess is not uncontrolled.  Out of the tension between structures of order and containment 
and impulses of transgression and expansion, grows a ramshackle architecture or a kind of 
schematic model of the mind at play.’

Cooper, who has exhibited extensively both in the US and abroad, has been recognized with 
a Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship (2000), an American Academy in Rome Price (2003-
4), and awards from Anonymous Was a Woman (2013), the Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
(2018, 2013, 2008), Joan Mitchell Foundation (2013), New York Foundation for the Arts( 
2013, 2000), Bogliasco Foundation (2011), and Marie Walsh Sharpe Foundation Space Pro-
gram (2004-5). Cooper has received three major public art commissions; Out of the Corner 
of My Eye for the Jerome Parker Campus on Staten Island; HighWire at the Moss Arts Center 
in Blacksburg, Virginia; and a NYC MTA commissioned 96-foot wide mural on Roosevelt 
Island to be unveiled in the Spring of 2023. Her work is in many public institutions including 
the British Museum, Cleveland Clinic, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Katzen Arts Cen-
ter, Pinakothek der Moderne, and Progressive Art Collection, among others. She currently 
teaches at Columbia University. 



Diana Cooper
Disco Distraction, 2017-2018
Photographs, glitter paper, charcoal, collage, 
  acrylic paint, paint markers, colored pencil and foam
56 x 44 inches 



Diana Cooper
Seen-Scape, 2017-2018
Photographs, plastic, acrylic paint, tape,
  silver paper, colored pencil
30.5 x 31 inches



Diana Cooper
Highline, 2016
Mixed media
24.75 x 30 x .25 inches
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